. BLUE GRASS BLADE 



WE AIM TO CUT DOWN ERROR AND ESTABLISH TRUTH. 


VOLUME XV. NUMBER 13 






LEXINGTON. KENTUCKY, SUNDAY. JULY 1, 1906 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY, $1 


00 A YEAR IN ADVANCE 




JAMES E. HUGHES - Editor and Publisher 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION 
One issue for one year $1.00 in advance. In clubs 
of Five NEW subscribers, 50 cents each. 
Terms.— $1.00 per year in advance; foreign sub- 
scription $1.50 per year. 
Five new subscribers sent for one year for $2.50. 

Send your subscription by registered letter, post 
office or express money order, New York draft, 
and if personal checks are sent add collection 
charges as local banks charge for collecting 
same. 

Make all money orders, drafts checks, etc., paya- 
ble to James E. Hughes, Lexington, Ky. 

When you change your address advise this office 
giving your old as well as the new address. 

When you send your subscription say whether you 
are a new or old subscriber. 

The address slip on the paper will show expiration 
of subscription, and serve as a receipt as the 
date changes as soon as the subscriber pays. 

inued at 
icriDer. 

The courts invariably hold a subscriber respon- 
sible to the publisher for the subscription price 
of all papers received until the paper is paid 
for in full and up to date and ordered discon- 



Offlce of Publication is located at 153 W. Short St., 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

Entered at the post office at Lexington, Kentucky, 
as Second Class Mail Matter. 

Address all communication to Blue Grass Blade, 

P. O. Box 393, Lexington, Kentucky. 



EDITORIAL 



Don't sbackle the mind. 



Give Reason plenty of elbow room. 

Love to labor even as you labor tu love. 

The pantries of the | r UP6 continually being 

robbed to feed some priority windjammer. 

Preaching for tlu money power is a paying voca- 
tion and when one considers the vast sums of mon- 
ey that are squandered Upon useless prayers we 
stand amazed at the enormous cost of salvation 
which is said to be tree. 

An American writer declares with remarkable 
emphasis that the object of matrimony is not hap- 
piness. The Blade's editor is glad to learn that he 
lias not been buncoed even at this late day. 

• • • • • 

With all the scandal closing in and upon them, 
the beef barons can afford to take on a new stock of 
cheer and brace up. It is probable that the vege- 
tarian sentiment will grow because of the expos- 
ures ami they can call in their potted ham and sell 
it for peanut butter. 

• • • • • 

Corner lots in the New Jerusalem are a drug on 
the market. Immigration has fallen oil' to such an 
extent that St. Peter is thinking of putting a pad- 
lock on the gates and applying for a new job. The 
entrance fees do not even pay for the grease to 
put on the hinges, and the throne of grace will soon 



TO THE FREETHINKERS OF OKLAHOMA. 

. Be prepared. You have a sacred and i 



Oft]] to | 



iportant duty 



Comrades, this is a 
to perform. 

By the pleasTire of the National Congress, the crown of statehood has been conferred 
upon you, and in the adoption of the constitution by which you are to be governed in the 
years to come, take care that the sanctified do not curtail your liberties or deprive you of 
your rights as Freethinkers. 

Never before in the history of the American government has a new Commonwealth been 
created out of material more promising than that which you furnished when you knocked at 
the doors of the Union of States for admission.. It was the last strip of the Louisiana Pur- 
chase to stand without representation in the national lawmaking body, and if precedent had 
been followed instead of politics considered, you would have been made a sovereign state 
many years ago. From all present indications, there is little Joubt that in less than a gen- 
eration, Oklahoma will rank among the first ten states in wealth and population.. You have 
much of promise before you.. Watch.. Be on guard. See that your liberties are not curtailed 
and threatened when you meet to adopt a constitution. 

Oklahoma is peopled with a sturdy stock, defendants of pioneers, men and women 
who won the great west and held it against fearful odds.. ?ou are familiar with the art of 
popular govenment and free institutions. You have among you farmers, mechanics, mer- 
chants and tradesmen, of the really pure American .strain, .and .as .builders .of .Common- 
wealths, you have proved your great genius and ability. 

There is one significant fact to which attention should be directed as concerns this new 
State. As a rule the first building to be erected by new communities is a jail. But it stands 
as a historic fact that in Oklahoma the people setting in a certain section turned their first 
energies to the erection of a schoolhouse. . This is said to their eternal credit. Among such 
people, jails were unnecessary.. Virtually speaking, every pioneer was there with a moral 
and wholesome purpose before him, which did not include designs upon his neighbor's prop- 
erty. 

Oklahoma can boast, in proportion to its population, a larger number of Freethinkers, 
of high class and character, than any other State in the 46 states now in the Union.. They 
are a reading and thinking class of people. They understand the moral law and rigidly, if not 
piously, observe it. It is such as these to whom the Blade now addresses this article in the 
hope that positive steps will be taken to subserve and protect their rights. First of all, don't 
get caught napping, but when the constitutional convention is called, delegates thereto be- 
ing elected, get a fair representation in that body and watch for the cunning tricks of the 
Christian politicians. 

First of all, secure the services and advice of some good, creditatble and rehable constitu- 
tional lawyer. Remember there is a difference as to lawyers. Some are not versed in consti- 
tutional law.. Others have but a surface knowledge of the question, while some are well vers- 
ed on the subject. Get a constitutional lawyer and seek his advice. 

Second, Call a meeting among yourselves, and upon the advice given draft a set of pro- 
visions covering the taxation of church property, the reading of the Bible .in .the .pubhc 
schools, the statutory oath, and above all watch the provisions in regaxjd_to Sunday laws 
When the conv&nUa*vuK>eta be the** fcer look alter your interests. 

Third, In such sections where your brethren in Freethought are suflSciently numerous, 
put up your candidate and elect one of your number as a delegate to that convention. This will 
give him a right to h voice and vote on the adoption of the constitution. 

If you will mo^e earnestly and with combined effort, there is not power enough in the 
State to defeat your purpose. 

THE SYMPOSIUM OF ORGANIZATION. 

The Blade is gratified at the responses so far made to its request for an expression of 
opinion on the subject of Freethought organization, which is a certain indication that a deep 
interest is felt in the subject, and that it is receiving the attention of the more thoughtful 
and resourceful of our members. 

Some of the contributors are among the best known Freethinkers in the country, men 
and women who have been interested in previous organizations, whose opinions are invalua- 
ble upon such a subject. As far as the contributions to the symposium have been received, 
there is, apparently, a diversity of opinion, but the big majority seem to favor organization, 
express the belief that Freethinkers should properly organize, and insist that there exists a 
necessity for organization.. It is the wish of the Blade that a full expression of opinion be 
given, that Freethinkers who have any interest in the propagation of Freethought principles, 
express their personal views whether it be in favor of or against organization. From a multi- 
tude of counsel wisdom may ensue and the more taking part in the symposium the better 
will we be able to determine whether or not there be any value to the cause in organization. 

True, there is some difference of opinion as to the principles upon which the organiza- 
tion should be built, but the consensus of opinion so far heard from, is that all anti-orthodox 
unbelievers in the Christian system be brought together on one .great, .common .platform, 
while not a few advocate political a3 well as a religious activity. 

To be candid, it is the intention of the Blade to review the communications, summarize 
them, and from the combination, effect a system of principles upon which we can more ef- 
fectually and systematically organize. If this be acceptable to the great body of Freethinkers, 
then let some central point be agreed upon as a place of meeting, most convenient to all parts 
of the country and an organization at once established oa an absolutely new basis. 

The Blade has always favored organization, but it wants that organization full rounded 
and complete. It wants a platform broad enough to allow every man and woman of advanc- 
ed thought to be able to stand on it with both feet, and at the same sufficiently expressive to 
avow a determined purpose, precise, definite and clear cut, a purpose about which there can 
be no mistake, no ambiguity or misunderstanding. 

Readers,- there is yet room for many more articles on this subject. Get busy. Take your 
pen in hand. Give your thoughts full play. Write and say what you think on this subject. It 
is the Blade's purpose to publish the first collection of articles in our next issue so that the 
first come will be the first to be used. Don 't delay, but write now. 



ABOUT THE ROME BOOK. 

The apparent eoufusion in the prompt delivery 
of the Rome Book, by Dr. Wilson is due, largely, 
to the fact that many eontributi 



BLUE LAWS IN OLD KENTUCKY 

Kentucky is now going through a desperate 
struggle aneut the Sunday closing question and the 
outcome is very much in doubt as the officials upon 
whom is vested the power of enforcing the law are 
pulling against each other and when a people be- 
eumes divided against themselves the end may eas- 

t oc conjectured. 

In Lexington the "lid" has been put on good and 
tight and the preachers are having a glorious in- 
ning, in Louisville Governor iieokhani has had to 
intervene but Ins action oi intervention seems to 
DAVfl uruuglit the ice of a certain portion of the 
L,oiusvule judiciary which threatens to carry tie 
day eniorceuient to extremes. After all the 
Louisville magistrates may be right. If the law 
regarded as obnoxious Uy a majority of the peo- 
ple upon wnom it is sought to be euforued, then 
tne best thing to do is for that majority to secure 
its repeal, and enforcement is a sure step towards 
repeal provided that enforcement be both rigid and 
impartial. 

±.very Sunday law is a religious weapon for use 
against progress and human liuerty. It is a police- 
s club to compel sanctity where no sanctity 
| exists. It is a millstone on the neck of social im- 
provement, it is a clerical invention to stiiie hon- 
I est compelitou. Every law upon the statute books 
I oi any state which prohibits a man from doing on 
Sunday what he may lawfully do on Monday is an 
invasion oi the natural rights oi man and a tiagrant 
violation of the federal constitution, the opinion 
oi OOr so-called learned judges to the contrary uot- 
withstanding. it is lugh time that the old 1'ankee 
blue laws were relegated to oblivion and the best 
way to secure that lies in enforcement. 

Among other things proposed by the Louisville 
magistrate, is to cause the arrest of every singer 
in church choirs who en paid for their services, 
as being engaged in a work that is either of neces- 
sity or charity. But why not go alter the preach- 
ers/ They work on Sunday, ihey receive pay for 
what they do on Sunday. If preaching and pray- 
ing be a necessity why would not Monday, or Tues- 
day, do just as well as Sunday and make the day 
one oi absolute rest and idleness'/ Further, this 
same magistrate even threatens to arrest the Gov- 
ernor s coachman should he drive thj^JJbiei" Kxo«w-- ■ 
uv e through the streets of that city on Sunday, and 
as the present agitation supposes an enforcement 
of the existing Blue Laws, that magistrate very 
evidently knows his business. 

While ail this proiessional political pandering 
is going on those engaging in it might take a valua- 
ble hint from Rev. C. N. Howard, of Rochester, 
New York, who has been making a crusade against 
the liquor traffic. In the course of his tirades he 
paraded a little girl on a public platform as the 
daughter of a drunkard and declared that she had 
been sent to a saloon for liquor by her father. It 
is sad to reilect that only in such a profession of 
which this preacher is a litting member could such 
a play to the gallery be made possible. It is not 
that all preachers could be guilty of such gross of- 
fenses against good taste and good morals, but 
when you want something particularly bizarre, 
pick a parson for the occasion and you can get ac- 
commodated with comparative ease. Mores the 
pity, indeed. Few men would have gone to the 
extent to what Parkhurst did, to see what he saw 
and do as he did, in the name of moral reform, but 
every man isn't a Parkhurst. 

Among normal men, whether in or out of the 
church, a man who deliberately plans something 
on his neighbor for the purpose of getting him to 
violate the law, is no better than the victim of the 
plot. The vaudeville number engaged in by the 
particular preacher mentioned is shameful to con- 
template. To put a helpless child on exhibition, a 
child too young to realize the humiliating part she 
was being compelled to play in public for the bene- 
fit of a gang of hoodlums, cannot be excused on 
any ground, save and except, that the persons re- 
sponsible for the outrage were either insane or 
idiots. 

The best and safest plan for all would be to wipe 
all Sunday laws from oil' the statute books and 
leave men free to enjoy their day of rest as they 
please. If men want to go to church allow them 
to go of their own volition and the church will be 
better off for it. Men are not to be driven into the 
church by simply dosing up all other places of 
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This is a republic. The supreme power is, osten- 
sibly at least, vested in the people. The voter is the 
sovereign. He can make or unmake. He is the 
Warwick of our political system. Yet year after 
year he permits the perspiring politicians to buy 
him with gas and then sell him again for gold. Why 
rail at hard times, when the pinch conn s? Is it not 
altogether the voter's fault! 



some difficulty in cheeking the list of contributors. 
It is the first effort the Blade has made at publica- 
tion of a work of this magnitude without extran- 
eous help, and it has taxed our resources to the 
limit to get matters straight. 

The book is out now, however, and the mailing 
list is about complete. Yet, there are a number 
of subscribers still writing to us that they have 
not received the book. We desire to assure all who 
have contributed, that they shall receive a copy 
of the book and it' there be any who have not re- 
ceived it, having contributed for it, kindly let us 



know and we will immediately give the matter our 
attenton. 

Numerous compliments are being received con- 
cerning the book and as will be seeu in this issue of 
the Blade, some having read it, have ordered extra 
copies in order to make presentations to friends. 
This is a further testimonial as to the merits of the 
work, and as value as a standard Freethought pub- 
lication. Too much cannot be said in its behalf, and 
it is gratifying both to the Blade and Dr Wilton 
that the book has been so kndly received. 

Bxtn >•< pies een be had by application to this 
office. 



It is nice! that .May laborer in the land should 
trade his Christian charity for a stuffed club and 
assert his rights as an American citizen. 



DR. WILSON ON MAXIM GORKY 

Another evidence of that irrepressible conflict of 
the human mind is to be found in the criticisms 
advanced by Dr. J. 1!. \\ lson in last week's issue 
of the Blade upon our expressed opinions concern- 
ing the domestic arrangements of .Maxim Gorky, 
end the injury he has indicted upon the advocacy 
oi Ins cause in this country thereby. The Blade 
had indulged the fond hope that enough had been 
written on this subject and that further reference 
wen unnecessary. It has cheerfully printed all its 
critics had to say on the subject, giving space to 
their articles. But when Dr. WUson, who is not the 
bast among the lions of Freethought and among 
the most admired of the Blade's regular contribu- 
tors, takes such an issue with the Blade's editor, 
then some notice becomes compulsory and we trust 



(Continued on page four, first column). 



THE BEGINNING 

AND THE END 



Scholarly Discourse on the Christian 
Religion Showing its Foundation 
and Final Destiny. 

(By HENRY GOLDBERG) 
Although the Christians have very 
little affection lor the Jews, yet they 
seem to be deeply in love with a Jew- 
ish book called the Bible. The ques 
tion is: What causes them to be so 
infatuated with the Jewish book? The 
answer is that their cherished reli- 
gion is founded on the prophecies 
which this book is supposed to con 
tain. 

The main prop and corner stone of 
this religious structure is a socalled 
Hebrew prophet, Isaiah by name. 
Christian theologians would part with 
almost anything rather than with this 
Hebrew prophet. They claim that all 
his sayings pertain to the coming of 
the Messiah, which 
nolnted, but they 
Jesus Christ 

Though we 

3 the in- 
ventor of the Messiah, yet we must 
not deprive the Jews of the honor of 
being the real Inventors of the Mes 
slanic delusion. This absurdity has 
caused the Jews untold misery. When 
ever the Jews were in touble they 
looked for the Messiah, and they never 
had any dlfficulity in finding au im 
poster who claimed this distinction 
There have appeared from time to 
time adventurers who assumed the 
name of the Messiah. The constant 
appearance of these successive impos 
tors tended to keep alive the ardent 
belief of the nation in this great and 
consolatory article of their ceed. The 
disappointment In each particular case 
might break the spirit and confound 
the faith of the immediate followers 
of the pretender, but it kept the whole 



in his mouth, which was the secret of 
his breathing flames, to the terror of 
bis enemies and the unbounded confi- 
dence of his partisans. This imposter 
was a man of no common vigor and 
ability. Under his leadership the Jews 
gained great advantages, and the most! 
able general of Rome found it exped 
lent to act on the defensive and re- 
duce tie province ather by blockade 
and famine than by open war. For 
some time the Jews had been busily 
employed in laying up stores of arms. 
Bj degrees Ihey got possession of all 
the strong heights, raised the walls 
and fortifications, dug or enlarged sub- 
terranean passages and caverns, both 
for retreat and communication, and 
contrived, by holes from above to let 
llgtll and air into these secret citadels, 
w h« re they deposited their arms, held 
•heir councils, and concealed them- 
selves from the viligance of the ene- 
my. Multitudes crowded openly or 
stole in secretly to arrange themselves 
under the banner of the Messiah. Na- 
tive Jews and strangers swelled his 
ran Us; even many who were not Jews, 
for the sake of plunder and the license 
of war, united themselves with the 
rebels. The whole Jewish race 
throughout the world was in commo- 
tion. Those who dared not betray 
their their interest in the common 
cause openly, did so in secret, and 
some of the wealthy Jews in the re- 
mote provinces privately contributed 
from their treasuries. Barcochab 
found himself at the head of two hun- 



city who c 



Mirth 



The first expedition of Barcochab 
was to make himself master of the 
ruins of Jerusalem. Pious pilgrims in 
secret stole to pay their adorations 
of the sacred hill, and some thought it 
worth while to venture at all hazards, 
if their last remains might repose 
within the circuit of the Holy City. 
With what triumph must they have 
crowded to the same spot when 
conquering banner of the Messiah was 
unfolded, for here Barcochab openly 
assumed the name of king. Still the 



present to the ; Tm . n 
thoughts and to the visions of the tne , 
Jews. Their prosperity seemed the j lle f el] 
harbinger of his coming. Their dark- [ ne p , 
est calamities gathered around them, M 
only to display, with the force of 
stronger contrast, the mercy of their 
God and the glory of their Redeemer. 

In the year 117 Hadrian ascended 
the th-one of the Roman Empire. The 
i very 
his 

Jewish subjects. He issued an edict 



leld. 



i Rut 



niself \ 



It interdicted circumcision, 
the reading of the law and of the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. It was fol- 
lowed by a blow, if possible, more 
fatal. The intention of the empreor 
was announced to annihilate at once 
all hope of the restoration of the Holy 
City by the establishment of the Ro- 
man colony in Jerusalem and the foun- 
dation of e. fane dedicated to Jupiter, 
on the site of their fallen temple. The 
Jews looked on with dismay, with an- 
guish, with secret thoughts of revenge, 
and at length with hopes of immediate 



the hearts of all faithful Hebrews that 
In the darkest hour of the race of Ab- 
raham when his children were at the 
extreme point of degradation and 
wretchedness, that even then the arm 
of the Lord would be revealed. End 
the expected Messiah would make his 
sudden appearance. They were now 
sounding the lowest depths of miBery. 
They wern forbidden, under penalties 
sternly enacted and rigidly enforced, 
to initiate their children Into the choe 
en family of God. Tneir race waa in 
danger of becoming extinct, for even 
the blood of Abraham would little 
avail the uncircumcised. Their city 
was not merely a mass of ruins, in nab 
Red by the stranger, but the pagans 
were about to make their permanent 
residence upon the site of Zlon, and a 
temple to a Gentile idol tousurp the 
place of the Holy of Holies. At this 
momentous period it was announced 
that the Messiah had appeared; he 
had come in power and In glory; his 
name fulfilled the great prophecy of 
Barcochab, the son of the 



person; he breathed flames from his 
mouth, which, no doubt, would burn 
up the strength o fthe oppressor and 
wither the armies of the tyrannical 
Hadrian. One of the greatest of the 
Rabbins, the living oracle of divine 
truth, whose profound learning was 
looked up to by the whole Jewish race, 
acknowledged the claims of the new 
Messiah, and openly attached himself 



According to Eusebius, 
he put to death thousands of men wo- 
men and children, but the obstinate 
courage and activity of the Jews was, 
unbroken. They pursued their deliber- 
ate system of defence, so that on the 
arrival of the famous Julius Severus 
to take the command, they were in 
possession of 50 of the strongest cas- 
tles and 9S6 villages. But Severus had 
learned the art of 



Teamsters with animals HMrapt'bl* 
to spirit Influences should boycot the 
district of Westminster Abby and 
avoid unpKasant consequences. . An 
ounce of preventive Is worth a pound 
of cure, and think of the inconven- 
ience of suspending the business of 
Ixradon to discuss the question of 
whether animals see ghosts. 

Of course animals see ghosts. Does 
not the Bible tell of Jenny the stank*? 
of Baalam that saw a ghost? That 
ought to settle it. 

Pope Pius in The Millinery Business. 

It MNM hardly fair after his "Rlv- 
erence has ordered women to Keep 
out of politics and threatened us with 
his displeasure if we wear decolette 



we aitond the weddings of divorcees. 

1 say it is hardly fair that the Xth 
Plus should assume the, extremely 
exhaust Ing experiment of listing the 
lingerie and laces presented to the Va- 
tican by the ladies of the post. 

It is said that the Joe Taylor of 
everyday life knows as much of the 
value of costing cobwebs as does the 
official Joseph, but one Is never too 
old to learn. To give an Intimation of 
the interminable task it la said that 
the cataloging of laces was begun un- 
der Pius IX, and continued under Leo 
XIII and that the present Pope will list 
$1,000,000 worth, what the value of the 
whole list Is, the servants of the 
church are too sagacious to say. From 
an entirely different source, however, 
I learn i hat the separation of church 
and state In France has caused such 
a falling off in funds that the finances 
of the Vatican are in a serious condl 
tion. Can It be possible that in this 
lace-listing, there is the purpose to las- 
vandal hands on the valuable vest 
ments of the Virgin-Mother? I do not 
think so. 

A reputable authority states that 
there is enough wealth stored in one 
of the great Catholic churches of 
Spain to ransom the crowned heads of 

Pile on the penalty for piety, O ye 
Popes! Flay allVe every fanatic who 
fears the fates of hell. Drain to the 
last drops the blood of debilitated 
dupes. Grind to a grease spot the pus- 
llanimons prayer purveyors, starve the 
poor scourge the scoffer and damn the 
doubter, but then, O heaven-sent hold- 
ups. Beware! The reckoning is not for 
the sweet by and by. It is overdue 



greater fear of doing wrong." That Is 
a reasonable view to take. If God 
made us, we do as he designed and he 
is responsible for our conduct, while if i 
the contrary is the fact, and a man 
is what he makes himself, he cannot 
afford to discredit his own workman 

A junior replied that when a child 
he was taught to conceive God as a 
large man wearing a white robe, but 
that conception being no b*iger possi- 
ble he had not clear ideas about him. 
Another had a notion of a "controlling 
force," though he seriously objected to 
calling II God, because that word Is 
connected with religious worship. Al 
together, the young men of the class 
examined do not show themselves to 
be ardent thelsts. The teaching they 
have received regarding God hns left 
their minds In more or less of a mud 
die, with slight prospert of clnrlfylng. 
Age and observation will not bring 
them further knowledge on the sub- 
ject. No man by searching can find 
out God ; he can only find out new 
words or combinations of words by 
which to express his Ignorance of the 

"What mortals think they know of God 



PAINE WILL GET 
HIS DUE REWARD 



of the Splendid 
by the Soldier- 
Revolu- 



What mortals do not know of God 
Fills all the universe." 



Pel - a l e ' 

ttheir own policy against the insur- 
gents. He ventured on no general bat- 
tle with an enemy who had grown to 
be an overwhelming force, but he at- 
tacked their stongholds in detail, cut 
oft ttheir supplies, and reduced them 
to the greatest distress by famine; yet 
the Romans experienced on- their side 
considerable losses. In Jerusalem the 
Insurgents were disheartened and con- 
founded by the sudden falling In of 
the vast subteranean vaults, where ac- 
cording to tradition, the remains of 
Solomon were buried. Now their sud- 
den fall not only made the hill of Zion 
Insecure but was considered an aw- 
ful omen. The Romans, after a hard 
contest, made themselves masters of 
Jerusalem and razed evey building 
that remained to the ground. 



NISJULTHJ 
GOD QUESTION 



Disbelief In Deity Among The 
Educated. Sure Sign* of a Grow- 
ing Freethought. 

(From The Truthseeker, — By Request) 
The following article is reproduced 
from the Truthseeker, upon the re- 
quest of an old subscriber. The data 
given is of such a character that it 
can offer no hope to the theological 
propagandist and points conclusively 
to a radical change in the popular 
notions concerning deity: 

-After all that has been so plausi- 
bly written concerning the 'innate idea 
of God,' after all that has been said of 



HISTORY OF 

CHRISTIANITY 

A Prophet is Declared to be One Who' 
Prepare* the Way. Man's Pow- 



(By SUSAN J. PECK.) 
The Soul of Reaton develops more 
manliness In the Loid. The child In 

lint in the present book John, so we 
have John a herald, oi n .e who pre- 
Oeedj and prepares thv way. And the 
hand of the Lord was with him. ' (Man 
encouraged the voice;, And his .the) 
father Lyacharias was filled with the 
Holy Ghost, (Holy Guest or soul), 
hut not you will observe until after 
the advent of the Voice and Lachar- 

the Voice, And thou, child, shalt be 
called the prophet of the Highest (the 
Spirit of Justice) for thou shalt go be- 
fore the face o£ the Lord (the ruler), 
to prepare his ways, (Here Zacharias 
or the Intelligence of Zaeharias is 
promising that for the future he will 
listen to the voice of condolence and 
heed its promptings.) ( 

To give knowledge of salvation ln- 
-c',' wbfl Rbou'd.heed 
the promptings of conscience), by the 
remission of their sins Remiscian, 



Author of the 
tion. 

(H> UV. THOMAS B. QMKKMtY) 
The folowlng article will be found 
of Interest to the Blade readers. It 
marks an era of awakening to the 
| T— I truths of American history, and 
breaks the long conspiracy of silence 
against the worth and character of 
Thomas Paine, the patriot. 

It was sent to the Blade from the 
Louisville Times, in which paper it 
was first published. That a dally pa- 
per could be found to give It space for 
publication under big, black headlines. 
Is an encouraging sign of the progress 
of the times. 

Ask the average man you meet ofc 
the street who Thomas l'alne was, and 
the answer will probably be :"Oh, he .s 
the fellow who wrote that dirty scur- 
rilous book, entitled "The Age of Reas- 
on." 

That is as much as the rank and 
file of the people of this country know- 
about the man who was the friend of 
Washington, and who, next to Wash- 
ington, was the heart and soul of the 
struggle for American Independence. 

it is quite true that Thomas Paine 
wrote a book called "The Age of Rea- 
son," a work by tHe way, that Is not 
half so radical as many of the books 
being written these days by 



Narrowly escaping the guillotine In 
Paris, he went back to England, from 
which country ho sailed for America 
In ISM, .lying in New York In 1S09 at 
the ripe old age of seventy-two. 

When are the monuments in this 
| country to Thomas Paine, the patriot? 
| Is It not about time that the Ameri- 
can people had begun to atte3t their 
appreciation of what this man did for 
the establishment of Its place among 
the nations of the earth? 



An Encouraging Letter. 

lirniitigham, Ala.— Enclosed find 
check for $1, which will pay my sub- 
■CMnttoa to May LHT. U-t me con- 
gratulate you on the Improvement of 
i lie made, and while I miss Mr. 

core's writing, never the less the 
Binds is just as good Off hettter than 

Bed to die as a good Jew, yet I have 

read fan paper for many years al- 
ready, and hope to read tho same 
M»nj years yet. Wishing you all sue- 
tew, including Dr. Wilson and Mrs. 
Henry.- LOUIS SCHWARTZ. 



SUMMER TIME TABLE 



Lexington & Eastern Railway Com- 
pany, Effective May 20, 1906. 
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Lexington, Ky 2:25 

Winchester, Ky 3:10 

L. & E. Junction, Ky. .. 3:26 

Clay City, Ky 4:00 

Stanton, Ky 4:10 

Campion Junction, Ky.. 4:40 

iral Bridge, Ky 4:46 



Toi 



"lIC 



CAN ANIMALS 

SEE GHOSTS? 



Characteristic Article From a Well 
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Venture 
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standard bearer of the Son of the Star. 
This standard bearer's name was Bab- 
M Aktba, and a thousands volumes 
would not contain the wonderful 
things which Rabbi Aklba did and 
said. He could give a reason for the 
use of the most insignificant letter of 
the law, and it is boldly averred that 
God revealed himself at once into the 
party of the heaven-inspired insurgent. 
"Behold," said this enthusiast, In an 
assembly of the listening people, ' the 
Star that is come out of Jacob. The 
days of the Redemption are at hand." 

Barcochab, the son of a Star, had! 
learned a trick of keeping lighted tow 



Of Pope Pius. 

(By HARRIET M. CLOSZ) 

A London dispatch says this subject 
is vexing the great city. 

Of course It isn't to be supposed 
that I Intend to answer the question 
either to the satisfaction of the popu- 
lace or the animals, but It occrred to 
me that the "Lunnoners" were some- 
what light In the upper lattltudes 
when their wits go glimmering after 
ghosts, while the live Issues of the 
day lie around loose. 

The land laws of the nation and the 
administration of city statistics are 
as nothing compared with the gabble 
about ghosts. The throng of factory 
workers, the army of toiling miners, 
the multitude of maimed children, the 
hordes of inebriates and insane and 
Imbeciles, the countless waifs and 
criminals— these pitiable objects are 
lost sight of when a ghost forges to 
the front, even though it appears to 
an animal. 

The bread riots of the cities, the 
famine in Ireland and India, the de- 
ceased, exiled and dying soldiers, the 
Royal paranoeic and aristocratic para- 
site^ — these may furnish material from 
which ghosts are made— but the ghost 
the ghost itself, is the thing of im- 
portance. 

At first blush oi.e might think it a 
wtary way from Piccadilly to Paradise 
and return but the ghosts that are in- 
terfering with I«ondon traffic by ap 
peering to draught horses may be ac- 
counted for as earth bound spirits or 
some of the suicides of the seething 



ages and nations, it does not appear 
that man has naturally any more idea 
of God than any of the beasts of the 
field. He has no knowledge of God at 
all; neither is God in all his thoughts 
Whatever change may afterward be 
wrought (whether by the grace of 
God, or by his own reflection, or by 
education), he is, by nature, a mere 
atheist."— Wesley's Sermons, vol. II, 
p. 309. 

The faith of a class of students In 
the Columbia University in this city 
was put to a test not long ago, accord- 
ing to the newspapers, by the pro- 
pounding of the following questions: 
Do you conceive of God as a per- 

• What 

tween a personal and an impersonal 
being?" 

"Under what image or images do you 
think of God?" 

"What difference would the non-ex- 
istence of God make In your daily 

Out of the forty-five students in the 
class It appeared from the answers 
that only sixteen conceived of God at 
all. Few of them took the trouble to 
capitalize the pronouns as Is custo- 
mary with writers when referring to 
the deity and with the pope of Rome 
when speaking of himself. 

Thirteen of the young men said it 
would not make the least bit of dif- 
ference in their dally lives If they 
had never heard of God. Some of 
them thought that the universe could 
hardly be kept moving without some 
sort of a deity, and so they consented 
to believe there was a supervising 
deity. 

One bright young fellow was candid 
enough to say that the word God sug- 
gested no image, and while admitting 
that there was probably such a being 
in existence, if God did not exist he 
should "feel a much greater responsl 
bility for his acts, and would have a 



in gor driving back, and not forgive- 
ness as that part of the definition was 
added by those who misunderstood the 
meaning of the Bible story- "Through 
the tender mercy of our God (Guide) 
whereby the dayspring from on high 
(the light of Justice) hath visited us, 
to give light to them that sit In (mor- 
al( darkness and in the shadow of 
(moral) death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace (not war). 

In preceeding passages of this, the 
first chapter of Luke, Zacharias the 
priest expressed his gratitude that he 
as the Lord God, (ruler or leader of 
others),, was able to raise up a horn 
or salvation for both priests and peo- 
ple by teaching the truth. 
Man Saved By His Own Righteusness 
Zacharias as the priest, after he 
had accepted Reason as an equal guide 
with Intellect and had listened to the 
voice of conscience and promised to 
heed it. also prophesied (prepared the 
traj i. that both priests and people 
should be saved from their enemies 
lien, piers who were understood to 
hate them), "To perform the mercy 
promised to our fathers (for even Ab- 
raham and David were sometimes 
prompted by good Guides) that we 
might serve him (Justice) without 
righi 



of having been a blatant athiest and 
wholesale unbeliever, declared his 
faith in the folowlng words: 

"I believe in one uod, and no more. 
The world is my country, and to ('o 
good my religion." 

But it is of Paine the Patriot that 1 
wish to speak. The ordinary run of 
Americans,, even of native Americans, 
are altogether unmindful of the fact 
that Paine rendered to the cause of the 
struggling colonies the services for 
which we can never be too grateful- 
services without which, possibly, the 
United States might never have taken 
their proud place among the nations of 
the earth. 

Thomas Paine was born of Quaker 
parents in Thetford, England, in the 
year 1737, aud in 1774, at the age of 
lhjrjty-seven,_came to America, bearing 
a letter of introduction and commenda- 
tion from the great Franklin, who 
doubtless saw in the man the elements 
of usefulness to the colonies. 

Into the great struggle which soon 
after began between the colonies and 
Great Britain, Paine threw himself 
heart and soul, asking no recompense, 
expecting no reward. 

In January, 177G, six months before 
the Old Liberty Bell of Philadelphia 
rang out to the "world and to the in- 
habitants thereof" the tidings of the 
immortal declaration, Paine published 
his soul-stirring book entitled "Com 
mon Sense," in which ho showed in 
plain, straightforwad words, the folly 
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7:45 
8:26 
8:37 
9:13 
9:23 
9:06 
9:64 
10:08 
10:29 
10:59 
ll:2C 
11:30 



Beattyville June. Ky.... 6:18 

Athol, Ky 6:46 

O. & K. June, Ky 6:06 

Jackson, Ky 6:10 

Train No. 2, dally except Su 

Train No. 4, dally. 

West Bound. 



No. 1 No. 3 

Jackson, Ky 6:26 2:26 

O. & K. June, Ky 6:29 2:30 

Athol, Ky 6:66 2:63 

Beattyville June, Ky... 7:26 8:20 

Torrent, Ky 7:47 3:42 

Natural Bndge, Ky 8:01 3:66 

Campton June, Ky 8:03 3:67 

Stanton, Ky 8:28 4:26 

Clay City, Ky 8:37 4:34 

L. & E. Junction. Ky ... 9:10 6:03 

Winchoster, Ky 9:23 6:20 

Lexington, Ky 10:10 6:06 

Train No. 1, daily except Sunday. 

Train No. 3, Daily. 

Beattyville Junction.— Trains Nos. 
3 and 4 with the L. & A. for local 
stations on the L. & A. Railway. 

O. & K. Junction— Trains Nos. 3 
and 4 with the 0. & K. for local sta- 
tions on the O. & K. Railway. 

L. & E. Junction.— Trains Nos. 1 
and 3 for Mt. Sterling and intermedi- 
ate points. 

Campton Junction.— All trains con- 
nect with the Mountain Central Ry. 
for Pine Ridge and Campton. 
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the days of our life," (by performing 
the mercy, being merciful to others). 

You will remember that in the Old 
Testament, we read that when the 
Savior should come, that his name 
should be called, 'The Lord our right- 
eousness." which shows that those 
teachers taught, that we must be sav- 
ed by our own righteousness; and in 
the New Testament we read that "The 
righteous shall inherit the kingdot 
heaven," and "therefore work out your 
own salvation." You will readily see 
that between Justice and Injustice, 
all sorts of lessons were taught, 
some line, some false, as some said 
that the mortal should put on immor- 
tality and corruption should put on 
incorruptlon; while others said, "Flesh 
and blood cannot Inherit the kingdom 
of heaven." But In the midst of all 
the theories concerning the next life, 
the Spirit of Justice or Conscience 
taught, "Live rightly in this present 



a copy of a portion of the ancient alle- 
gory, but mingled wltn It is a story 
from the Sun worshippers, also an- 
other of one who was born a king, be 
ccause his father died before his birth 
as otherwise he would have been born 



uy and the crying 
mediate seperatlon from the mother 
country. 

In his pamphlet he told the Amer- 
ican people that they were fools not to 
see that separation was a foregone 
conclusion by the very light of the Lit- 
uatton; that it was in accordance with 
the eternal fitness of things 'hat 
America should be an independent ni 
tion, and that the sooner they set 
abou the severance of the ties that 
bound them to England the better. 

"Common Sense" was printed by tho 
thousands of copies, and wherever it 
went, it aroused men like a bugle call, 
put courage into tlmld hearts and 
woke up the colonists from kDuM hu 
setts to Georgia. 

Washington hailed Paine as the 
stanchest friend of liberty, and to his 
dylug day was not slow in expressing 
his profound gratitude for the power- 
ful influence that the author of "Com- 
mon Sense" had brought to bear, with- 
out money and without price, upon the 
mind of the American people. 

I-ater on, In the darkest hour of the 
American cause, when about all save 
Washington himself were on the verge 
of despair, Paine wrote the ringing 
series of pamphlets known as "The 
Crisis" a round of hoi shot that woke 
up the people everywhere, and togeth- 
er with Washington's sublime poise 
and faithfulness, saved the day to lib- 
erty and to man. 

"These are the times that try men's 
souls!" exclaimed Paine in tho first 
number of The Crisis, and then, with 
an eloquence that has been seldom 
equaled in this world, he went on In 
show the 
it was that they 
should brace themselves for the strug- 
gle, and out of their very despair tc 



of \ 



Cnglam!, 

and upon the breaking out of the 
French Revolution went to France to 
cast his lot with the people In their 
battle for liberty 



NOTE REDUCTIONS. 

Hampden: 18 size, "Special R. 
Way," 23 Jls.. $26.00; "New R.Way." 
23 jls., |24; Deuber Watch Co., 21 Jls., 
*17 1 same 17 jls., $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas," 23 jls., $29; 
•Father Time," 21 jli $22.60; "B. W. 
Raymond," 19 jls., $20; "B. W. Ray- 
mond," 17 jls., $18.60. 

Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 Jls., $29; 
"Crescent Street," 21 Jls., $22.50; "An- 
pleton, Tracey & Co.., Premier," 17 
Jls., $18.50; same, not "Premier," $16. 

The above guaranteed to pass R.- 
Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham P. 8. Bart- 
lett," or Elgin "WaeV.ar," 17 Jls., ad- 
justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt, $7; same 
Hampden, nic>:e! $8.00; same, not ad- 
justed $7 LIgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 16 jls., $G; Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non-catchable hair spring 
7 jls., $5; Hampden 7 Jls., gilt $4.50; 
'Standard" or "Century," 7 jls., $3. 

Ai the above In 2, 3 or 4-ounce sil- 
verine case, prepaid. In silver, or gold 
filled, screw case, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 s 

limiting case $8.60 I 
verlne case. In solid gold case, $iu 

to $60 more. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES. 

Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 
Hampden. 20-year gold filled, latest 
style, artistic hand-chased, 7 Jls., $9; 
15 Jls., $11; 16 Jls., adj., $15; small (r, 
size 7 Jls., $11.50; 16 jls., $16; 16 Jls., 
adj., $18. "Riverside,'' extra fine, $24. 
In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14-k solid 
gold case, $10 to $50 more. Latter 
with diamonds, all in plush box, pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watches not list- 
ed. Jewelry, Rings, Silver and Plated 
Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract, 
•Theism In the Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
La Grange. Cook Co., 111. 



JOB PRINTING 



We have a complete Job De- 
partment and are prepared to do 
flrst-clasa work at reasonable 
prices. Send us your next or- 
der. Satisfaction guaranteed. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



THE BLADE'S 
LETTER BOX 



read before I pass in my check for Ho 
unknown sweet by and by. I want AN 
Blade as long as I live, let that be 
rt or long, so inclosed find one dol- 



More Words of Praise. 

Owenton, Ky.,— Mr. J. E. Hugh, 
enclosed please find money order for 
one dollar, for which please renew my 
si.liscrlbtion to Blade for another 
year. Am well pleased with the Blade 
you are 

appieclate your excellent effort.— 
MIKE BROOK. 

What Lending The Blade Did. 

Kenfre\r, Pa.— Mr. James E. Hugh. 
I have been lending my paper to my 
nephew for some time. For results 
you will find order for J1.00. I sub- 
s. -libel for Dr. Wilson's book, "A Trip 
to Homo," six months ago, and sent 
postage later. I wish you would do 
what you can to havo it sent tc 
and oblige.— THOS. BOWSER. 

Every Family Should Get It. 

Tarentum, Pa., — The Blue Grass 
I'.lmie, Please give me credit for one 
dollar, another year's subscrlbtion to 
the Blade. Please push the date on 
the tab one year forward and oblige. 
Have been reading the Blade for five 
years. I think it has been Improving 
right along. It is better now than 
ever. It should, be read by every 
sc.iool teacher and preacher in the 
land. In fact one should go to every 
famny. Long may it prosper. Yours 
for truth, honesty and higher thought. 
-J. R. ELSENRATH. 

The Mantle of Editor Moore 

Owenton, Ky.,- Dear Sir: I send 
you today a copy of the Louisville 
Times; please notice piece marked 
"Thomas Paine, the Patriot," by Rev. 
Thomas B. Gregory. Comments will 
be in order, please attend to them. 
And who is this Rev. Gregory that Is 
honest enough to give the lie to Ted- 
dy and is able to find some virtue in 
"lb* filthy little athiest?" Use this 
piece for all that is In it, and set the 
e ect a-flro. 

Please credit mo for enclosed on 
Blade, I congratulate you on the ex- 
cellent manner In which you are get- 
'Ing out tho Blade. We are proud of 
the Blade and feel sure that the man- 
tle of Brother Moore has fallen on 
you — J. L. SLOCUM. 

Be Brave And Earnest. 

South Fork, Pa— Find inclosed 30 
cents In stamps for which please send 
by mall or express two of Brother 
Wilsons Rome Books and oblige. I 
sent J2.00 to Morris Sachs for the 
same, July 19th, 1904. I should like to 
help you and the Blade, financially, 
but have had sickness, death, hospital 
bill and funeral expenses to pay this 
Spring. On the 5th day of May I laid 
away In the ground all that was dear 
to me— my husband, My life seems a 
burden with nothing to live for.— 
MRS. C. W. FARBER 

The Blade is a Hummer. 

Eellevlew, Florida- I have not re- 
ceived tho Rome Book, hope it Is not 
lost. The Blade said If it had not ar 
rived when that paper came, we were 
to write for it. I waited another 
week and stin it is not here. There 
is no possibility of getting any sub- 
scribers here for any publication out- 
side of some Sunday School literature 
The> are so pious here they ask God 
to give us rain when the weather Is 
dry. We have always gotten it some- 
tim* after. I ask them what God al- 
mighty was doing the second day ol 
c-eatlon and what he did with It when 
finished? They nave stopped praying 
I. ii me unless it is for me to die. I 
kflPBM this last will be answered In 
a few years. The Blade is " 
but how could you keep 
-MRS. C. 



1 time is up next month, 
ealth change for the bet- 
I hear from mo again, 
and yours a long and 
happy life. — H. WAT- 



Opinion of The Rome Book. 

Barnwell, S. C— Enclosed find $1.15 
for which please send me anothci 
copy of Dr. Wilson's book. There 
are so many of my friends whom I 
wish to give the pleasure and profit 
of reading this magnificent contribu 
to Freethought literature, that 
copy will be too long in getting 
nr. und. Dr. Wilson has performed a 
BfUtd work in pin ting into book-form 
die proceedings of this Congress, and 
In such admirable shape, and if the 
lng public could be informed of 
the merits and Interest of the con- 
l eiils, this book would command an 
bum— I s.ile. and would go through 
may editions. Chapter 1(5 alone Is 
worth more than the cost of the book, 
chapter 18 is Ingersollian in Its 
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ling the extract given from the 
addresses of Haeckel, Denis and Sergl 
to say nothing of others. The touches 
Of humor throughout the book are 
thy of mark Twain, and he can 
no higher. It seems a pity that 
departed friend C. C. Moore could 
not have experienced the enjoyment 
in his latter days that "A Trip to 
e." would have given him.— AL- 
FRED ALDRICK. 

The True Missionary. 

McLansboro, Illinois.— Find enclos 
id postal money order for $4.00. One 
luiliir of which Is to renew my sub- 
sriptloa to Blade to May '07, and the 
tmulnlng $3.00 to pay for siv new 
ubscribers I send herewith. I think 
I can send in a few more when I see 
Hie parties if you will accept them at 
B0 cents each, one or two at a time. 

ould like for these new ones to Bee 
copies of June 10th and the one con- 
taming Dr. Wilson's address at Cap- 
tain Henry's grave as these two are 
ox era. In fact all the recent Blades 

tiling good for you know I met you 
and MMi Hughes at W. C. Wagoner's 
Your editorials are something great. 
Dr. Wilson is always fine. His arti- 
cles in a recent number of Blade on 
the stomach, etc., is one of the finest 
tilings I have ever read. I am expect- 
ing the Rome rtoolvevory mail. I wish 
Dr. Barnes would give us more about 
single tax. I believe Barnes is one of 
the very elect. Brother Hughes "fess 
up" that that man O. H. Stone said 
■OHM good things. It takes Eugene 
V. Debs to say things about this 
Gorky business. I notice you express 
sympathy for Harman in his inipris- 
onrnent. That's broader than Moore. 



i hummer. 
I so long? 



Agnostic For Forty Years. 

Oliver, Mlsslsslppi.-Before Dr. 
Wilson went to Rome, I sent $1.00 for 
hta prospective book, and when you 
stated in the Blade that 15 cents 
WOOld be acceptable as postage. I sent 
$1 30 more with Instruction to send 
one to L. Johnsou, Oliver, Mississippi, 
and one to C. S. Johnson, Box 584 
Brown Wood, Texas. I haven't got my 
copy, I don't know whether my broth- 
er has got his or not. I am very 
anxious for mine as the assimulatlon 
of Dr. Wilson's views has no nauseat- 
ing, but quite a rejuvenating effect on 
me. I have been an agnostic for for- 
tv years my brother Is or has been 
a non progressive campbellite. Dog 
Fennel has softened the shell and I 
have faith that the Doctor will com- 
Ilfte the conversion to common (and 
not so very common either) sense. I 
think that you have materially Im- 
proved the Blade. I am, I don't know 
who or what, but would be glad to 
find out — L. JOHNSON. 



Harman and Stune may be right on 
the marriage question. It may be a 
form of slavery and superstition, that 
even some of us good sheep have not 
outgrow*. Of course we all believe 
in the true marriage. Love Is the 
only tie necessary to bind two souls 
wiiii but a single thought, two hearts 
that beat as one. That's the idea. All 
Freethinkers and Blade readers 
snculd read Lucifer, 500 Fulton street 
Chicago, Illinois. A Stuffed Club, Den 
ver, Colorado, The Philistine and Lit- 
tle Journeys East Aurora, New York. 
I would like to know if since the 
I'eath of Peter Eckler, the firm will 
ctntinue in the same name and place, 
and where can 1 get Henry George's 
book on Single Tax.— WM. EMMETT 
JOHNSON. 

Small Chunks of Wisdom. 

Lexlmgton, Ky.— Allow me to be 
a.L'ed as a tiny atom as one who has 
read your highly appreciated paper, 
as thelre are so many brilliant 
thoughts placed before those wno take 
the Blade, I feel my inability to ex- 
press my inner thoughts, but it seems 
to me when such broad minded writ- 
ers as Dr. J. B. Wilson and Dr. Foote 
are willing to elevate all who are in 
doubt or lnsolated from expression. 
I'll only add I'm anxious to know who 
v rot* the tine piece headed, "Valuable 
Opinion of the Blade," There was no 
mime, just the statement that it was 
from the Stuffed Club. May I ask that 
all Freethinkers give a name to our 



Must Have The Book. 

White Hall, Illinois.— When Dr. Wil- 
son was talking of going to Rome and 
writing a book, I subscribed for 
volumes, sending five dollars and 
nan.es of the persons to whom I want- 
ed the books sent to Sacks — time 
rolled on and I learned through the 
Made, that the Rome Book was out. 
I itlso learned through the Blade that 
In order to get the book, fifteen cents 
on eaeh volume for postage was need- 
ed, so I sent you one dollar to pay 
Hi. postage on the five books, that la 
iho last I have heard of the matter. 
1 UD an old Mexican Veteran, if I live 
Blttl the llth of next September, 1 
shall be eighty-five years old, conse- 
quently cannot expect to be here 
miirh longer, but I would like to read 
the book before I pass In my checks — 
now if there is anything more needed 
on my part in the way of funds, or 
oli.crwise, please notify me, my wife 
and I have been yoked together for 
over 57 years, have had eleven chil- 
dren, seven of whom are living who 
with their wives and husbands make 
\'t, have 31 grand children and ten 
feat grand children, so with wife and 
self we number 55, not a degenerate, 
and but one church member in the 
ciowd ,and hers was in case of early 
environment. Now Mr. Hughes the 
foregoing rigamarole may not interest 
you very much, but while reading it, 
you will be resting from tho brainy 
work you have been doing of late, you 
certainly are letting your light shine, 
and I like your views on the home It is 
C4 years since I landed in New York, 
21 years of age and drifted to Illinois, 
my wife Is a native of this locality, 
her parents coming from Windsor Vil- 
lage, Vermont, it may be that the 
cross from a physical stand point was 
a good one, for we are a singularly 
jealthy lot of people. I was seargeni. 
WaJOT of the 1st regment of Illinois 
Volunteers. Col I. I. Harden who was 
hilled at Buena Vista, commanding, 
for six years I was master of the 
Illinois State Grange, and during that 
tinio lectured In most parts of the 
Rate, have been a very busy man, 
spent one month in Salt Lake City, 
was at the Paris Exposition in 97, at 
the Crystal Palace, London at the 
Centlnnlal 70, the Columbian Chicago, 
the Omaha and lastly spent a week at 
the greatest of ail of them in St. Louis 
have been farming ever since. I mar- 
iled, am now living an ideal life In 
town, sympathize with Mrs. Henry 
and Dr. Wilson in the loss of their 
dear ones, for they had none to spare 
con't forget the book. — MAJOR CIL- 
LER. J 



It creates war and stirs up bloody bat- 
tles amongst our peaceful citizens. 
And now may I ask all readers of the 
Blade without prejudice, Is It just and 
fair to let this monster go free fom all 
taxation and put it on land as advo- 
cated by the single taxes? 



DEFENDS THE 

SINGLE TAX 



Causfco Reply to Mr. Jackson and a 
Further Exposition of the Cause 
And Remedy for Hard Times. 



landlord as rent, which should go to 
all the people. The landlord as a land- 
lord is an absolute nonproducer and a 
hindrance to progress. Capital, laid 
up wealth to produce more wealth is 
necessary— but a landlord is not. Cap- 
ital and labor ae natural allies and 
ought to unlto against their common 
enomy, the landlord system. 

The laborer now looks up to two 
masters— tthe landlord and capitalist. 
The capitalist looks to one, and the 
rent he pays the landlord he takes off 
of labors' wages. Free tho land and 
labor would bo free of both masters. 

The only way to free the land is by 
the natural tax, the single tax. 



(By dr. j. c. BAsraan 

In the Blade of June 24, George M. 
ackson uses my name as a single 
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WANTS DR. BARNES 
TO ANSWER 



Another Chapter In the Discussion on 
The Relative Value of the Land 
And Money ' 



(By A. L UTTER.MAN ) . 

In the issue of June 17ib, J. C. 
Barnes acused me of misquoting his 
statement in refeence to what I said, 
that land has no value. We all know 
that land has no value, in itself any 
more than money has for the supply 
and demand regulate prices. Dr. 
Barnes claims that air and water has 
value. If it has I would like to know 
how much a bushel o fair costs. Water 
and air are useful, but has no value be- 
cause the supply is unlimited and it 
cannot be measured by money, hence 
no value. We agree that wealth is the 
product of labor, but that land value is 
simply the products of the community 
is not proved by facts, I might claim 
that money value is produced by the 
population for the same reason no 
people no value of any kind. Since 
veaitk is the product of labor, it fol- 
lows that all bills of taxation must be 
payed by the products of labor and in 
no other way can a tax be collected. 
Why then tax only one kind of proper- 
ly and exempt all others ? Is there any 
justice in that? 

To prove that capital has perfect 
control of land as well as all other 
produce, I will use the following Illus- 
tration: Suppose A has the land and 



lame doctrine of taxing 
land values that H. George did, which 
I am glad to learn, though I did not 
know it before. But that does not 
make it true, and much less does it 
argue against it. 

So I was a green-backer and headed 
the ticket for cnogress against Jos- 
eph G. Cannon in 1SS2, and am a green 
backer yet— but that has no relation 
to the single tax, except that reform 
ers who break off from popular paties 
and take truth for authority Instead 
of authority for truth, are open to con- 
viction and 

of conventional people 
political or religious. 

In order to teach a truth, It is best 
to ine words In a well defined sense. 
Will Mr. Jackson tell us what he 
means by capitalism? or by social 
ism? and property? 

Single taxers define capital to be 
the products' of labor, laid up to as- 
sist labor in poducing more wealth. 
They define property to the products 
of labor, prope to some one many who 
produce It. Land therefore, cannot be 
property, for no ono man nor number 
of men produced It. But the value of 
land la produced by the presence and 
social growth of a community, and 
therefore the annual value or econo- 
mic rent of land should be taken in 
lien of taxation for the whole people. 
We call the appropriation of economic 
rent of land exclusive of all improve- 
ments or wealth on It, a single tax on 
laud values, for want of a better term 
to concisely express the modus operan- 
di of collecting the annual value. 

Can Mr. Jackson criticise the just- 
ness of the single tax? Will it not give 
all people the value of the coal, oil and 
mineral of the land? Would it not 
give all equal access to natural oppor- 
tunities to produce capital and wealth? 
Would it not cheapen products to the 
consumer by taking the tax off of pro- 
ducts and be equivalent to raising 
wages that much to the producer? 
Would It not set all vacant land in 
towns and country free to whoever de- 
sired a home, for who would hold or 
own a vacant lot if he had to pay as 
much tax on It as au improved adja- 
cent lot would pay? 

The man with six children he men- 
tions, would get in betterments, four 

man and child in a state adds $500 to 
the value of this land In the state, 
and each adds $4.00 of value to the 
center acre in any town or city, and to 
other acres proportionately as you re- 
cede fom center to suburbs. But they 
do not get it now, but that value goes 
into the pockets of land lords. 

State Socialism remains undefined, 
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I have read the Rome Book. Many 
claim happiness to be in different de- 
grees, but to my own mind the clear- 
est human happiness is the happiness 
of expense and the greatest grief is 
the grief of experience. 

Dr. Wilson, to my mind is likened to 
a great key to unlock the door, to 
those of pure, aspiring mlndi 



the capital, A has to buy of B, but 
neither of them had tho money which 
is needed, so A borrows money from 
C at 10 per cent interest and niort- 
Bja$XJd Ua land, two years later C has 
all his money back in interest, but 



ed, because C has all the money back 
that he loaned, and as a result C has 
to take the laud for the principal and 



:he very longest limit of time be his 
to plough bojilnd subjects which con- 
tain so much worth to humanity. I 
have been greatly benefitted by read- 
ing his book. It gave me renewed am- 
hltlOB, believing that for one who 
lives right and pure, life holds a 
S ph e r e .somewhere for such Individ- 
uals. But this Is a time we know not 
place we know not where, 
kg the destiny of man. He 
i like to have Wilson's Book to j draws the true picture of life as it is. 



A h. > 
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You Shall Get it— Sure. 

White Hall. Illinois. — I am past 81 
years old, and am so hard of hear- 
ing that tho most of them can say 
what they want to, am broke down 
every way; my old doctor says time 
Is short with me. About the only j wh 
and I 



to procure dollars and cents to pay our 
debts, then the capitalist sprinkle the 
volume of money In circulation in pro- 
portion to the prices he wished to pay 
for the world's goods and when he has 
full control of It, prices go up. 

Capital is Power. 
It controls the press and deludes the 
people In their enthusiasm with his 
hypocrisy. It robs the poor and do- 
President and makes laws In his favor, 
nates it to tho church for his' defence. 



schools, publications and speecch, is 
not defined. 

When government does more than 
protect each individual In his right 
to do as he wills, limited only by tho 
equal freedom of every other peson to 
do the same thing, it is violating the 
moral law or law of equal freedom 
which every person has a right to. 

The single taxers defined tho right 
to property and individual freedom. It 
Is in perfect harmony with the law of 
equal freedom. It would destroy priv- 

open opportunities for work for all. 
and will secure to each tho full reward 
of his work. As a result, involuntary 
poverty will cease, the greed, intem- 
perance and vice that spring from 
povety or the dread of poverty will dis- 
appear, and a reasonable equality of 
condition, born of the equality of ac- 
cess to natural opportunities, will take 
the place of an Increasingly mon- 
strons Inequality. 

With the single tax, laborers would 
not be compelled to sell their labor to 
capitalists as Mr. Jaekson complains 
of, for they could, if capitalists did 
not pay remunerative wages, employ 
themselves on free land and produce 



(By JOHN F. CLARKE; 

I atttrded a Socialist meetijg re- 
cently and one ot the fpeakers show- 
ed, by his discourse, tbat he was an 
evang-i'ical Christiau rtd he was fol- 
lowed - ^ a young fellow, who look 
pains to let the audience know '.hat be 
was Atheistic. After the meeting, an 
elderly gentleman said tc me that lbe| 
young man who spoke should not 
have injected Atbelsa inta bia re- 1 
marks I answered that probably he 
would not had the preceeiin^ sie.tk.-r 
not daunted his religious belief so con- 
spicuously. Then the old gentleman 
said to me, "Do you approve of Athe- 
lamt" "I most certainly do," said I,' 
"Well," said he, 'i do not Know what 
the world Is coming to when so many 
people deny God, and his self-sacri- 
ficing son." I saw my chance and 1 
asked: "What sacrifice?" "What," said 
the old gentleman 'did you never hear 
of Jesus Christ dying upon Calvary's 
Cross, for humanity's sake?" "Oh, yes, 
1 have heard of the death, which was 
no death, as He rose on the third day, 
and went back to live with His Papa 
and the angels. 

Being a fake death, it must also 
have been a fake sacrifice. Then the 
old gentleman got off and ranted a 
few. He said tbat making fun of reli- 
gion was a bad thing and tilled the 
jails and penitentiaries with God hat- 
ing convicts. 1 asked the old fellow 
if he had been living upon the planet 
Mars as such, conditions do not exist 
here. 

"Why," said he, "every God loving 
person knows that people who do not 
love the Lord go to the bad here and 

I told him that ?o far as this world 
was concerned, some preacher had 
■Cuffed his head with untruth and that 
few athiests ever got in prison. Then 
he got on another tack and said that 
everybody should respect religion. I 
asked him if he respected atheism. 
Then he said that The Lord would 
never forgive him if he respected His 
enemies. I told him that I would not 
forgive myself if I respected anybody's 
superstitions. I asked the old fellow 
if he did not think that I was as con- 
sistent in my atheism as he wa3 in his 
religion. He answered: "Oh, the devil 
Is consistent enough," and with that 
ue walked off. It seems to me that 
i hriatians who demand respect for 
their belief, from non-believers, at the 
same time knowing that they have no 
respect for unbelief, are either dls- 1 
honest or Ignorant of social requisites. 
We do not expect Christians to play 
the hypocrite and pretend to appre- 
ciate our non-belief and we think them 
foolish for expecting anything but 
adverse criticism from us. Oil 
water will not mix, atheism and Chris- 
tianity have no affinity for each other. 
I think damned little of the scheme 
that consigns me to endless torture 
and almost as little of the' schemers 
I do not care for respect from persons 
of such mental attainments and mor- 
al inclinations as the subscribers to 
Christian Creeds. Lot us be honest and 
meet the Arch Enemy of Man, the 
Christian, face to face. 
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monopoly of land that is the prolific 
mother of all other monopolies. Free! 
the land to all on equal terms, and J 
geat monopolies of capital will cease. 
One third of all wealth goes to the 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH, 
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Editorial 

(Continued from page one). 



our readers will not grow weary of this, our at- 
tempt, at reasonable well doing. 

Let it be understood that the Blade entertains 
the most profound sympathy lor the cause that 
Gorky advocates and hopes that the political revo- 
lution in Russia may be completely successful, ami 
\ct, we cannot refrain from holding the opinion 
that Gorky's mission to America would have 
met with far greater results had hi come sur- 
roound by different conditions, and, minus a mis- 
tress. The Blade's critics do not materially aid 
their cause by seeking to tiiid excuses for Gorky in 
referring to King Edward of England or Leopold 
of Belgium and pointing to their conduct by way 



makes no difference whether we pray to Ilim, or QP|N|()N§ ON THE 

ROME BOOK think they 

big "jolly." 



her, one who is always to the | 



of comparison. The Blade defends neither of the 
royal snobs mentioned, neither does it excuse Gor- 
ky on their account. The very manner of their 
reference to these mouarchs implies their admission 
that they have done wrong, a wrong to be con- 
demned because they are mouarchs, but worthy of 
condonation in a Gorky. As the wrongs consist of 
altogether too much sex then the principle is the 
same in each case. 

Unfortunately for Dr. Wilson, as the Blade 
\iews it, he has revealed the 'milk in the cocoa- 
nut" in the comparison he makes in seeking to 
drive home an argument. To be fair the Blade 
quotes him in full on the poiut we have in mind :— 

"Both money and sex are two necessities of 
which no one yet has ever felt that he got his 
just share, or that his system and wants re- 
quired, consequently the selfishness, greed, 
jealousy, lying and hypocrisy associated with 



From the foregoing it is self-evident that the 
writer fell he had discovered a fly in the ointment, 
somewhere. Impelled bj ■ belief, or a professed 
belief, to accept the scriptural assertion that God 
knows what things we have need for before asking 
liini, an effort is made to .justify the asking in a 
nMUUMr that will not stand the acid test of criti- 
cism. If God knows what we need, then we repent 
the question, what is the use of asking HimT Note 
the Statement u dealing only with the things we 
actually need, not the things we may merely de- 
lire and for which we are not in actual necessity. 
Thing! needed are things of necessity. Things of 
neeeaaftj men must have. God knowing that we 
need them and being able, refuses to bestow them 
just because some one, or perhaps, a do/en, have 
neglected and failed to ask him, makes of him a 
petulant, petty, crabby tyrant, who plays with men 
•is a showman plays with puppets just to satisfy a 
grim, sardonic humor. A parent or guardian hav- 
iug the things of necessity to give, who withholds 
them, because his child or ward does not ask for 
them, is unfit to hold the trust confided in him. 

It is not a suflicient answer to say that we are to 
pray because God wants us to do so. Want implies 
necessity, and if God wants our prayers, he must H : '' each 



jject, 



I would incline to 
giving me a great 
Bat knowing them, I am 
compelled to accept their gratuitous 
Dr> statinents as their honest convictions. 
Splendid Effort ,„ )n( , vor , can „ot brlng myself to 
deserves such un- 
wrote most of it 
j under great disadvantages— right be 
Hi .). 11 Wilson, Cincinnati, O. twee* patients, and callers, and when 

.My Dear Sir: — I have just finished 1 hot disturbed by them, the call of 
readies; your book, "A Trip to Rome," , domestic duties occupied much of my 
k of descriptive travel and attention. 



imendatory Lett' 
Wilson Upon H 
And Valued 
Merita of 



■tauaenti as tneu ho 

pon HI. Splendid Effort , cannot , 

m ** pr "* ,on ' 00 "• feel that the book d( 
hi8 Work - qualified praise. I * 



enteral enlightenment, it is unequall 
■d b] aaitklag I have ever read. Ita 
sptvit of logic and philosophy is also 
keen clear and delightful. 

No book with which I 
ed has given me so iw 
and •atUAWttOB) l ban several times 
trit\tled over the same routes taken 

In fan, anil written many hundred have been under other circumstances, 
polunrai "f my expe ri ence tor the a „,i j had a fear of its going before 
press, b«t nothing which approaches | tne p „bllc, and can't bring myself to 
brilliant matter in believe that It is deserving all the 
liaise these three good friends give 



The result was that just about the 
time the afflatus began to soar, it was 
punctured with an interruption, and 
»V, many of my best Ideas remained 
unexpressed, for I could not recall 
them when I took up the course of 
travel again. I know that the book is 



Proceeding to analyze that statement what do 
we discover/ Shuply this, that man desires an 
abundance of both money and sex in order that he 
might satitate himself with both. An abundance 
of money that he might revel in the luxuries it is 
capable of producing; an abundance of sex that he 
might gratify a depraved desire for lust and en- 
courage the tiuimal passions to run riot in the 
blood. The Blade readily admits that man, phy- 
sically considered, is merely an animal, and the law 
of his life must be identical with that of the brute 
creaton. Under such crcuuistances, continence in 
man is a violation of his natural edicts, but that 
continence is demanded to be made by the individ- 
ual as a sort of sacrihee to the necessities of civil- 
ization, of moral and social well being. Woman is 
not always the tempter for the sons of Adam have- 
ever and always been gay deceivers. It is too of- 
ten the case that woman is made the victim of 
man's rapacious lust. 

Dr. Wilson also declares, ' Uh, Gravy! All this 
squeamishness over Maxim Gorky's relation to the 
woman he claims to be his true and honest wife 
makes me inexpressibly weary. : ' Has not the good 
Doctor managed to get his "gravy" spilled in this 
declaration? if it be true that Maxim Gorky mere- 
ly ' ' claims ' ' his present consort to be his ' ' true and 
honest wife" then we are to infer that he does not 
actually know her to be so but, on the contrary, 
knows that she is not, and merely lays a claim. It 
is to be observed that Dr. Wilson abstained from 
suggesting "lawful" wife and substitutes the term 
••honest" as if ignoring the fact that in every civ- 
ilized country there is such a thing as law, even as 
applied to the relations of the sexes. Were' it oth- 
erwise universal chaos would reign and man would 
revert back to that primitive condition, when, like 
the beast of the field he took unto himself a mate 
and with his rude strength he defended her from 
the advances of other males. That such would be 
the result is borne out by Dr. Wilson's statement 
that "sex" is as much a necessity as "money" 
and the old struggle is upon us in which might is 
made right, the new found freedom would mani- 
fest itself in criminal folly and liberty be made a 
synonym for license. 

a • • a e 

THE FOLLY OF PRAYING. 

We are accustomed to being told that "God 
helps those who help 'themselves, " and if there is 
any truth, or even a semblance of truth, in the sug- 
gestion, it follows that prayer is an absurdity, a 
useless waste of energy, irrational and ridiculous. 
If the thought means anything it must mean that 
no matter how diligently a person may pray, no 
matter how earnest his petition, there can be no re- 
sponse unless he employs self -exertion and acquires 
that for which he prays without extraneous aid. 

To the rational mind it would appear that no 
reasonable defense of prayer could be made, that 
no reasoning being would undertake to defend it, 
except those who pray for hire. Considering the 
lung power that is daily expended in delivering 
prayers to the alleged throne of grace and the 
fact that men usually get the opposite from that 
for which they pray, we are forced to the ct 
sion that the act of praying is merely a habi 
quired by heredity and environment, yet absolutely 
unproductive. 

A few days ago a small church pamphlet fell into 
the hands of the Blade's editor. It is entitled "The 
Young Churchman," published at Milwaukee, for 
the benefit and edification of the younger members 
of the Episcopal church, to instruct them, as it were 
in the modes of grace and encourage their affilia- 
tion with matters ehurchly. On its first page vn 
found an article called, "A little talk about pray- 
er," from which we cull the following excerpt: — 

"God knows everything we are in need of before 
we so much as ask him. Where, then, is the use of 
praying at all? We pray simply because our good 
and loving God wants us, his children, to recognize 
his power to do and give all things. He also wants 
us to acknowledge our entire dependence upon 
llim for everything we have. So we must never 
presume on his goodness, and get to thinking it 



need of them. To insist that God needs pray 
era is to rob him of that dignilied Godhood, that 
divine respsonsibility with which Christian apolo- 
gists would clothe him, placug him at the mercy 
and caprice of the creatures who He had created. 
II it is be true that God is the creator and man the 
creature, man owes nothing to God, but God owes 
everything to man. 

All responsihdity for creation falls upon 
God in that, according to Christian theology, with- 
out God, there would have been no creation. Ac- 
cording to the same authority, after God had creat- 
ed man he drove hnu forth to wring his bread from 
the earth, but actually cursed the earth in order to 
make man's lot more duiicult. De also surrounded ..... 
man with dire necessities and then demands and in- ,,, 
sists upon a lot of lulsome dattery and praise in roi 
order that our necessities may be forthcoming, dei 
Granting this to be true it is small wonder thai »»' 
reasoning men uud women refuse to pay homage to 1 h 
such a tyrant and work out their own salvation 
independent of God, realising that if they do not 
help themselves, God wdl not. 

Prayer consists of two kinds. There are pray- 
ers of praise and prayers of supplication, in the 
first class is found adulation, thanksgiving, and 
gratitude for some fancied favors shown, hut if, 
as the extract above quoted declares, we are to ac- 
knowledge our dependence upon God for "every- 
thing we have,' then he causes evil as well as 
good, and as man certainly experiences both, who 
is able to draw the line, and if a line be drawn to 
enable us to praise llim for the good bestowed, 
should 1m ■">« *"» »~wi«»ni»>H for the evil he 



Proper advertisement would enable 
e s- cue half million copies at 

Th'« National Liberal As- 
sociation ought to take measures for 
lis extensive circulation. 

It ITOUld he a great blessing to man- 
kind. 

Respectfully, 

U. K. TENNKY. 



Fascinating From Cover to Cover 

Cincinnati, Ohio, June 20, 19UG. 
Dr, J. B. Wilson, 

Dear Sir and Friend: — I have just 
Bl it ad reading your book, "A Trip to 
Rome," and am sorry to have reached 
i lu end. I wish it could have been 
wice the size. Excepting our dear 
BlOther .Moore's Dog Kennel, 1 never 
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works if Prayers of 
something is wanted. They are seldom thought of 

until some necessity becomes urgent and preeapig. 
Weak minded persons, instead of buckling down to 
work in order to obtain that necessity, will pray 
to God for it, expecting to get it without expend- 
ing any further effort. Laziness personified. Selfish- 
ness supreme. Cannot Christian worshippers un- 
derstand how ridiculous they make both themselves 
and their God by such conduct. 

But does actuully answer prayer / Has any pray- 
er ever been fully answered. If he does then we 
are bound to assume that God does something in 
response to prayer which he otherwise would not 
have done, or in other words, the unchangi 
changed his nnnd, ceased to be the absolu 
lor of the univei-.se and makes of his sup 
board of directors to act for him. Uf c< 
are told that "faith without works is dead 
is fair presumption that prayer without labor is a 
folly and a farce. Granting this to be true, then 
prayer is foolishness and less desirable than a sec- 
ond hand coffin from a 'nigger' cemetery. True, 
indeed, some intelligent men and women pray, and 
more's the pity of it. With the majority it is a 
mere perfunctory proceeding, very much like the 
Irishman's Mass, when it is said it is said and 
that's the end of it. Nothing is really expected to 
come from it and nothing can come from it. Faith, 
even unto a graiu of mustard seed, was once sup- 
posed to be able to move mountains, but to-day, 
though it be like unto the mountain it is incapable 
of moving a grain of mustard seed. 



and cany me right along with you. 
Th book Is fasclnat.ng from cover 
to cover. Bene renders may conclude 
tliut you are too sev re at times, but 
in my opinion, you are not severe 

You traveled through the largest 
and best of the cities of Italy, while 1 
traveled mostly afoot, through the 
si. Miller as well as the larger places, 
aud I can vouch for not only the ac 
curacy of your statements, but will 
s tate that you left the worst unsaid, 
as It Is In the country and smaller 
towns that the Christian superstition 
is seen at its worst. f*~ 

1 saw people kneeling in the church 
,t St ivters in Rome, offering pray -, 

to the Most High, a&d His «*.f,^ e "™ ct "iu 1{ 



it. 

[ read Mr. Tenny's travel to the 
Ilonly Land, when first published, and 
purchased a copy when printed In 
book-form; and I have not only re- 
|atfiM his travels as a masterpiece of 

vvilings. Mr. Tenny's opinion, was 
(lie one man's I feared most; and it 
seemed very queer to me, that the 
first congratulatory letter I should re 
eelve was from him, and In It, he has 
certainly resorted to the superlative 
degree. I only hope it merits the kind 
WOrda "xpressed by these three gen- 
tlemen, and that It will be of some 
help to our cause. J. B. W. 



thousands of people, where only one 
can be reached by a rational exposi- 
tion of the same. • If any one declares 
that the old theology and the brood, 
which It has hatched, are dead, and 
that we are like Don Quixote, fight- 
ing imaginary legions, he is simply 
badly mistaken. 

Would that I had Brother Carnegie's 
millions with which to spread the 
light. Mrs. Henrys "Marriage and 
Divorce." and many of your very valu- 
able publications would receive a 



WHAT NAME 

SHALL WE TAKE 

Suggestions of Nomenclature for a 
National Organization of all Antl. 



FOOL KILLER 

WANTED IN IOWA 



This 



wling all 



7*1 



to keep themselves clean. 

1 wish here to propose that you 
publish in the Blade, Chapter 1C, that 
all who do not take the book, may 
navt the privilege of reading this one 
Chapter, andd that the readers of the 
blade may have the opportunity of 
(Ustllbutmg it among Christians. 
RlBCC thi* chapter deals with how 
le has Christianity got its start in Rome, 
,|i rP p spread over the Earth, it will en- 

" Men the blind, and if it does not 
the most religious Christian of 
superstition, then his is a hope- 



I. , nits t 



' and it 



Timely 

tant Question of Divorce.. Criti- 
cising a Critic on Live Issue- 

(By E. D. NAUMAN) 
The fact that the fools are not all 
dead yet, is continually being proved 
anew. The feat is accomplished this 
time by the editor of the Des Moines 
Daily Capital, a thoroughly bigoted 
and partisan sheet, both in religion 
and politics. In Issue of June 16, he 
quotes a dispatch from Los Angeles, 
California, to the effect that a divorce 
had been granted to a woman because 
her husband 

)a evidently is not 
from 



Friends, readers, our appeals for new subscribers 
have been almost in vain. Few have responded 
nobly, as the result is that our mailing list has been 
increased, but only to a slight extent. It has ever laamaai 
been thus. The salvation of humanity has depend- <"'-"">< 
ed upon the few willing workers who live not f or |j*' ua 0 £ 
self alone. Without them, progress would have " 
been impossible and the race brought to a stand- 
still. Our receipts each week fall far short of our 
expenses ami it begins to look as if we are up 
against a snag of such dimensions that we will be 
unable to overcome it. Of course we look for bet- 
ter times and as the Governor of North Carolina 
remarked to the chief executive of—, here's hop- 



it this chapter is published in the 
Blade, I will now subscribe for 600 
oupiea of that Issue for propaganda 
i ■« among Christians. 

Yours truly, 

A. H KRONE. 

A Complete Success and A Damascus 
Blade. 

Covington, Ky., June 24, 1906. 

My Lear Doctor: — I haw carefullj 
.f.ad your book, "A Trip to Rome," 
wit!', much interest, pleasure and pro- 
tit. It is an enigma how it was pos 
Bible for you to gather and compile 
such a mass of general and useful 
information In so short a time, ham- 
peMfl and handicapped as you must 
have been In strange countries, the 
bich you could not un- 
m more than edified 




While the subject of a 
Ereethought organization is under 
consideration, Including nomenclature, 
basis philosophies, etc., the following 
timely comment from the Humanitar- 
ian Review will be found of interest 
to Blade readers, especially those who 
are writing for the coming symposium. 
What Is a Name? 

It is unfortunate that, as yet, no one 
general ter mhas been agreed upon as 
a fitting designation of the great muss 
of people who stand opposed to the 
claims of supernatural religionists, but 
there are many words better than in- 
fidels to be used. "Freethinker," "Ra- 
tionalist," "Secularist," 'Naturalist," 
"Liberal," "Monist," any of theses 
words will do; but the word "Infidel" 
stands for nothing in particular, and 
is weighted down with prejudice that 
It would require an immense waste 
of labor to cleanse It so as to fitly 
name the great army of bold and earn- 
est truth seekers who stand for the 
advancement of knowledge and the 
righteousness of reason— for the real- 
ly "true faith" that is slowly dawning 
on a world of mentally free men and 
women. — Editor Maple in Ingersoll 
Mem. Beason (May), Chicago, 111. 

With a part of the foregoing, I most 
heartily agree; but when Bro. Maple 
speaks of "the great army of bold and 
fearless iruth seekers" for whom, he 
says, the names "Freethinkers," "Ra- 
tionalist," "Monist," etc., "will do," 
I am free to confess myself an unbe- 
liever!" A "great army?" Why, a great 
army In the world of 1,500,000,000 in- 
habitants, should consist of one or 



i of ' 



well 



diced and 

Following 
heartlessness of 
sacreduess of the 
cheerful idiot 
There will 
this country sol 
of the free and 
be seen in a n 
public conscience 
men and women, 
not sever their 
transient causes, 
the chief I 
Hon, will be proti 
saults which are 
Let the crusade 
continued until an elf] 



Ivid . 



my pit 



! p>TS 



The blessing of the home is goodness; its honor 



u.ctloned 

Allow me to congratulate you on 
your complete success. 1 do not re- 
n:en.ber of reading a work that bo 
thoroughly .enthused me. It Is a 



hospitality ; 
happinesses in co 
you are, but what j 
place that ennoble; 
gold of life lie no 
sparkles in the tini 
path of humanity. 



irnament is cleanliness; its 
itment It matters not where 
ire doing there. It is not the 
u, but you the place. The 
dden in deep mines, but it 
sands all along the common 



The great thing in this world is not so much 
where we stand as in what direction we are moving. 
To reach Freedom's port we must sail sometimes 
with the wind, and sometimes against it, but we 
must sail and not allow ourselves to merely drift 
along, or lie at anchor. 



BtaSy eloquent passages— and with 
n. neb thai is humorous, pathetic and 
sublime. Your poetry is lofty in ex 
P'rasion, and charming in sentiment. 

The book should be placed in the 
hands of all, and placed in public lib- 
raries. I predict for it a large si 
and a second edition. 

With very Great Respect, 

SILAS ROCKWELL. 

Comment By The Author. 

The above letters are the first th 
expressions to 
the merits of my book, "A Trip to 

If I did i 
Krone and Koekwcll, and if 
kaowa Mr, Tenney for lo 



Does this fellow 
'an.ikeuing" cornea la this country, 
we will all crawl hack Into the dark 
ages, when women were classed with 
an 1 the as:- "as a man's prop 
oes he not kno* that the "free 
and easy divorce oi plan' of which he 
talks so glibly is simply a figment of 
iiis own diseased imagination? The 
sad tact is that divorce* ae refused bj 
the Courts In thousands of cases where 
common sense would* acetate that they 
should he granted. We have bad an 
illustration of that fact In our own 
town within the past few wetl 
"An aroused public conscien 
not interfee. "Men. and women once 
married," usually do not aever their 
bonds "for light and transient causes," 
if they do, it will have to be conceded 
that it is mainly their own business. 
That the home is "one of the chief 
cornerstones of our civilization," will 
not be denied by any sane person, but 
a place from which one or both parties 
are seeking to be released by the 
Courts ; not a home. The quality 
which makes a condition and place, a 
home, has long since faded frfom such 
a union. Hence his glib .talk about 
"protection fom assaults, which are 
now made upon home" is a lot of jar- 
gon, which hardly aspires to the dig 
nlty of nonsense. 



drilled In the luse of the weapons of 

logic and supplied with great stores 
of the ammunition of scientific knowl- 
edge and heroic zeal for the accom- 

mere plurality of indifferent, unorgan- 
ized, uncoherent monads, without dis- 
cipline, orderly methol, zeal, unity of 
purpose and effort. There is no "world 
of mentaly free men and women." 
There is no "great mass of people who 
stand opposed to the claims of super- 
natural religionists." There is only 
here and there an isolated "sharp- 
shooter," each fighting Independently 
of the other, and scarcely even at- 
tracting the notice of tne really migh- 
ty armies of Superstition— the Protes- 
lants, the Roman and Greek Catholics, 
the Mohammedans. Perhaps Brother 
Maple fell into a trance and saw 
with "prophetic vision" In the sweet 
bye and ■bye the really "great army" 
of really "bold and earnest," "men- 
tally-free" Humanitarians that is to 



The ' 



• for divorce reform,' 
ich .b lights in encour 



likely 



i do a 



is by contrales, but it 
may, and not doubt will do an im- 
mense amount of harm, and cause 
oceans of tears and trouble, as Is wit- 
nessed by the most recent guess on 
this subject by a majority of the U. 
S. supremme Court This abomina- 
ble decision was no doubt in a meas- 
ure Inspired by this idiotic, blind, and 
Catholic crusade against divorce. 

The great pity of. It all la, that trash 
like the editorial under consideration 
of 



\ Good Route 
to Try 



a territory rich In 
undeveloped resources; a territory 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, horticulture, stock rait- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not least, it is 



The Frisco System now offers the 
traveling public excellent service and 
fast time- 
Between St. Louts and Kansas 
City and points In Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and me Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and points 
in Tenncsser, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas 
and the West and Southwest. 

Full information as to route and 
rates cheerfully furnished upon appli- 
cation to any representative of the 
Company,. or to 




